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CATAWDBA INDIANS,

The Legislature, at its last session, con-
fided to the eare of the Governor this
whole subject, witha request that he
would ‘“appoint some fit and proper per-
son to examine into the condition of the
Ladians: and report to him."  In conform
ing to the spirit of this resolution, I nomi-
nated five commissioners from the dis-
triels of York and Lancaster to meet me,
with as many of the Cntawhbas as could
be assembled in the vicinity of Nation
Ford, onthe twenty-third day of July,
At that meeting full and satisfuctory an-
swers were obtained  on many material
points.  Subsequently, I proposed n se-
ries of questions to the commissioners fo

<clicit a written reply, At the same time
B. 8. Massey, of Lancaster, was despate
el te Haywood county, North Curoling,
for a purpose conneeted with the main ob-
ject to be aceomplished.  Copies of the
papers, disclosing the risult of my inves.
tigntions, I now forward.

The two important  questions involved
in the general inquiry, have veference, the
ona, to the proprietors of the linds in the
Indian boundary; the ather, to the Cataw
ba tribe.

Thirty-seven vears ago, the Chlawha
country, embracing an aren of fifteen
miles square, was unrepresented in the
Legislature,  The member  eleeted in
1808, being only o leascholdar, was de-
clared ineligible to a seat, The law of
1812, constituting a lease for three lives,
or ninety-nine vears, n qualifisation equiv
alentto a freehold, pineed the peajple of
that region, in relation to represent ition,
on a footing with ithe rest of their fullow-
citizens. By anact pussed in December,
1838, the reversionnry rvight to the s,
which thereafter wereto ‘he considerad
nnd adjudaged real estate,” was transferred
from the State to those who owned them
g lessees from the Catawha Indians.’
In 1840, an  agreement  was coneluded
with the Indians, by which they contrae-
ted to cede their interest in their lands
for twenty-one thousand dollars, 70 he
refunded for this expenditure, the Lomis-
lature inposed atax of one and a half
cents on every acie within the  Chtawbn
limits.  7"he present assessed rate is one
half a cent an acre. By the act of that
year, ‘to carry into effvct the late ngree-
ment between the Catawba Indians, and
the commissioners on the part of the
State,’ South Caroling sueceaded “to the
right, {itle, and interest heretofore vested
in the Catawbn Indirn, for the purpose of
taxation and of issuing grants to the res-
pective lessees thercoll”  The 7th scetion
declares that the lessees  who had exceu-
ted bonds, as enjoined by n previous act,
were required to pay iato the Treaswy
the annal sums  stipulated, until they
should accede to the terms *of this act, or
until the expiration of the term of their
leases; at either of which periods, they
shall be entitled (o grants for their 1es-
pactive leasehold possessions.’ By the
5th section, it appears that the sum of
seven thousand dollars was set apart to
purchase land, nnd for ‘the establishment
and outft of the Indians Under this
provision no action was taken, as neither
the money nor ohject were named in the
appropriation nct of thnt year, In 1811,
2500 was approprinted for that pur-
pose. At that time the Agent had condi
tionally bargained for a tract of land in
York district, containing 508 acres, at
four dollars per acre.  As it was subse-
quently ascertained that no better arrange
ment eould Le made, the contract was
concluded.

This brief history shows, that the in
habitants of the TIndinn territory occeupy
an anomalous position, in which the gov-
ernment should no longar compel them to
acquiesce.  South Uarolinn did nat, by
the treaty of 1849, buy the Chlawha
lands. The fee simple from the first set-
tinment of the country had been vested in
her, according to the legnl  doctrine us to
Indian lands within the boundary of the
original thirteen States; nor did she pur-
chase the usufruct of the Indians, for the
State had, proviously, conveved it to the
lessees, who then held a right to their
possessions for ninety-nine years, with
the privilege of renewing their lenses. Tt
i3 true that, hy the interposition of the
supre:ae authorities, an uncertain  tenure
has been converled into a sure and per-
manent one.  For this just exercise of
power, the praprictors have returned an
adequate equivalont.  In confident anti-
cipation of speedy relief from their rulets,
they settled and reduced n wilderness (o
the dominion of the plough Where
heasts of prey undisturbedly ronmed, a
hardy, highly intelligent, and dense pop-
ulation are now to be found. Withan
accurate perception of their richts and
obligations, they foel that they do not
stand on the same firm and eleyated
ground with the other members of their
political family., Z'he high prerogative
of equality,by persisie ee man invidions
diserimination, is practically denied them,
They do not complain of the pecuniary
burden which they are made to-hear, but
that its imposition substantially proclaims
them as in the enjoyment of w benefit,
obtained generally without full eosts, and
in many instances, unworthily, if not frau
dulently. Itnay besafely affirmed, that
four-fitths of the farmers are in possession
of their oatites by purehase for on ampie
consideration.  For a large proportion of
thofr pazsmasisne, the real worth wwas
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paid before the existence of the treaty.
The number who hold by inheritance,
and who morally, if not legally, should
Le considered as purchasers, is compara-
tively very limited.  In despite, then, of
this deeided evidenece of vieht ownership,
the Legislature liaz subjected all the pro-
prictors to an anmul  charge upon their
lands, which I hold to be unequal and
unjust, and probably uucoustitutionsl:
unequal, in reference to renb and toxe. ;
unjust, becanse poor lands pay more than
the rich; unconstitutional, for the reason
that it annuls written contracts.

If public spirtedand  industiions eiti-
zen who now hailz from  that interesting
dvision of South Caroling, had been pre-
vented by considerations of insecurity of
title from constituting it his home, the re-
sult would have been aloss to the State
of over three thousand farmers, all the
adviitages fowing from their agricultu-
ral enterprise, the labor of a large black
population, and a very  considerable rev-
cnue derived from the tax on slaves,  To
constrain him  therefore  to remain in his
present unsatisfuctory Situation® would be
maeifestly inexpedient  and impolitie.
Bariiers which erveate  avoidable distine-
tions, eapecilly in relation to peeuniary
burdens, ought not to be allowed in a
republic; but if, from any eacse, permit-
ted, they should exist only so long us the
public interests imperiously demand. At
this period too of diffieulty and alarin, we
should rigidly abstain from  the enforee-
ment of any measure that by possibility
might interrupt  the  eurrent of harmo-
nious feeling which now so happily per-
virdes our borders,

The difference  between n half a cent
per aere, and the tax that  would be lev-
ied, if the lands were  assessed in the or-
rIin:lry wiy, istoo small  to warrant the
exercise by the Legisliure of a question-
able pawer.  Virtually, equality in the
paywent of the State taxes would not re-
move the lic, on the possessions of the
praprietor, sut by diminishing the yemly
rate, only extend the period of the debt,
for which his Innds by statute are pledy-
el

Influenced by these  views, T recom-
mend that the bonds given in pursuance
of the requirements of the act of "38, in
number 25, and amounting in the a_aie-
gate o R1,226 24, interest and prineipal
be cancelled; that the lands  within the
Catawba territory  be classified and val-
ued, with a view to the payment  of taxes
by their owners; and that  the State dis-
charge the remainder of the debt due to
the Tndians from the public treasury.

By the treaty of 1840, South Carolina
agrecd to expend five thousand dollars for
the purchase of land in Iaywood county,
orin a mountainous or thinly settled coun
try; to pay for the outlay = of the Indians
two thousand five hundred  dolllars; and
afterwards, fifteen hundred dollirs  annu-
ally. A true construction of this elanse
of the agreement, perhaps “arrants the
conclusion that, whether or not the emi-
gration of the tribe should take place, the
State was bound to pay the respeetive
amounts, and at the periods specified. So
far is this from having  been done that,
from the report of the commissioners, on-
ly anamount of nine  thousand two hun-

red dollars of the debt, that was to be
liquidated in 1851, has  been  euncelled.
Itis to be inferred from the evidence ad-
duced, that many of the Indians in North
Carolina have veceived cither no part, or
legaJly an insuflicient portion of their an-
nuity, and with regard to the majority,
that its apportionment hns been made at
timey irregular, and without reference o
any established rule.  For this result 1
acquit the agent of all censure.  In the
proscention of his responsible  engage-
ments, | believe him to have practised all
proper zeal and fidelity.,

The terms of the treaty not having
been complied with by South Cavolina,
how and when the remainder of the dobt,
11,000, is tobe  paid, i3 aquestion of
legislutive deeision.  In aid of your la-
hors on this subject, 1 desive to Wning
few facts to your notice.  The present Lo
dian farm, withinthe old Catawba boun-
dary, wns  purchnsed for $2000. Only
one family of six persons—a mother and
her yonng children reside upon it; of the
other members of the tribe in this State,
forty-cight lead a wandering life; nd fif-
ty-cight are in North Carolina,  Strong
efforts have been long perseveringly but
fruitlesdly used to induce those who form
a puit of our  populatien to live on their
own lwmd. The report of Mr. Massey
shows, that the Catawbns in Hayweod
are dissatisced with their eondition; that
many design returning to South Carolina;
and that after dne deliberation, their
chiels or head men, in both States, had
notiticd him of to emigrate and unite with

removal #Bull be placed at their disposal.
fn the act of Clongress making provision
for the current and contingent expenses
of the Indian Department, Imssctp.luly,

has been appropriated ‘for  the removal
af the C’ntwgn tribe of Indians now in the
limits of North Carolina.’  As this grant
was obtuined, it is balieved, through the
instrumentality of My, Thomas, the In-
dian Agen) of that State, the reason why
the aet does not apply to South Carolina,
is apparent,

\Hmn the debt of twenty-one thousand

”

dollars ehall be discharged, our obliga-
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the Chickasaws, ns soon as the means of

1848, it appears thalthe sum of 5000

i
tion to minister to the wants of the Ca-

i

tawba Indians will by no means have
censed. To guurd with parental affec-
tion these chir(rll:'un in disposition and intel-
leet, is atonee dictated by humanity and
gratitude,  't'he period perhaps ts not re-
mote, when the last sad  will be thrown
on the grave of i people who, individual-
Iy and colleetively, have been faithful 1o
the land of their adoption, and in times of
peril, zealous in the protection ofits hon-
or and its interests,

I recommend thatan application be
made to Congress for an appropriation
equivalent to the awount set apart for the

. Lt Tl o narm]? o
the Catawba Indians in North Caroling, [ than toappoint tha recommended eommission-

to defray the expenses of the I'(?[‘I.'IO\'H‘ of
the portion of that Libe yeb remaininz in
this State; also, that an sgent be appoint-
ed to gather its seattered member on their
firm in York, in order, al the most conve-
nient seaso.  next year, to superintend
their emigration to ths West; that on their
arrival at their new  home, he furnish
them with furming utensils, enuse suita-
ble buildings to be ereeterd for their use,
provide them with the necessaries of }ift'.
and remain with them until his services
shall be no ‘onger neecssary. 1 also re-
commend taat, the present agent Le re-
quired diligently to attend fo their wants,
and to supply them with elothing and
provisions in sueh a way as, il possible, to
insure an equal and ample provision for
all, wheresoever loeated.
(Concluded next week.)

KBOWERE COURIER,
saturday, Dec. 5, 1519,

With & view of aceonnmodaling our Sub.
sevibers who live at a distance, the following
gentlemen are authorized and requested o
aet as nrents in recciving and forwarding Sub
seriptions to the Krowss Couvsien, viz:

Mar, W, 8. Guisuay, at West Union,

Fowaro Heours, Baq, * Horse Shoe.

B Verser, Bsq,  * Bachelor's Retreat

M. F, Merenenn, Exq. % Pickensville.

J. K. Hacoen, “ Pwelve Mile.

T, J. Wenn, for Anderson District.

LEGISLATIVE.

Owinge to the great lengthof the Governor's
Message, we were unable to give the entire
document to our readers this week without
crowding out matter of much intercac to thoe
of them who are anxions to keep up with the
newsof the day: in ournext wo will complete
the publieation of the Message,

In speaking of our Federal IRelations, and
under this head of the aggressions of the
North, it will be seen, upon referenee to the
Moassnge, that the Goyemor approves of the
Mississippi plan for a Southern Convention, the
great objeet of whichis the preservation of
the Union in conformity with the guaranties
of the Constitution, and with the view of ce-
conding still furthier the Missiaddppi procosi-
tion, he suggests the uxpmlimu'y of empower-
ing, by statute, the Governor cither to convoke
the Legislature, if not in seasion, or 1o issue
writs of cleetion for n O vention of the peo-
ple, should the Wilmot Praviso or any kindied

1 measure receive the formal enactiment of Con-

jross,

With all respect to that grave body, ou®
Legislature, and with a due deffevence to those
(we do not know that there are any) who miny
differ with us in opinion, we wonld suggest.
that upon the enactment by Congress of any
wensure 2o insulting to the feelings and so des.
feactive to the rights of the South as the Wil
mot Proviso, the Governor shoulid be anthorized
to is=sue, at onee, writs of election for a Cone
vention of the people.  In our opinion, suel i
Convention is the only fit and proper Lody to
tuke into eonsdderation the important questions
which would arrise npon the happening of such
an event,

We have the utmost ccnflavee in the wis.
dom and patriotisu of our Legislature, but up-
on tho trinmph of Abolitionism in our nationa!
couneil, the step. which we should take woull
be of such inunen<e moment, both to us and
to our children, ns to demaind that the men
whose duty it wonld be to determin upon them
should conie immediately from the peeple—
should Le fully acquainted with their wishes,
andd should Le eleeted for no other prirpose
than to express them. Desides to eall the
Legisluture togother would be a useless amd
unnecossary expense, as eventunlly we would
be compelled to resort ton Convention of the
pf‘l?l]l‘!.

Ashasbeen the course with  our Fxecutive
fur years, his Excelleney  pointa to the many
dofects in the free sehiool system, and nrges "I;'
on tho Logislature the necedsity for important
changes.  That this system is radically defiee
tive, secms to have been conceded on all hands
years aud yoars ago, nndyot, while oevery one
was convineed that it was so inoperative, that
any change which the Logulature would or
could make, would be for the better, no inprove
mant hns boen made,

While wother States are edueating their
you'h, and thus arming it for  the battle of life,
wo leave hundreds and hundreds of the ehil lven
of the peaple unprovided fur; who, growing up
without instruction, are driven out into the great
worlil, naked and nnirmed, to be Teaten down
and trampled under foot by their more foriu-
nnte competitors, and so we entinl upon them
the triple curse of ignoranee, pover ty and toil,

The most lamentablo dituation in wlich a
peaple cau possibly bo placed is to be left
for behind their neighbors in aknowledge of
those arts and seiencos ahich iniprovo and amo-
liorate the condition of men.

No faet is betler known than thie that the

|
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good judcement, industry, and enterprising
habits that are the offspring of imtolligence
form amuch better eapital with which to be-
grin life than dollars and cents,

Then as the Stale cannot give her children
gold et her give them that knowledge which
will purehace all that gold can buy and more,

and then the' the ehanges and revolut'ng of time |

may swees from onr State its hoarded swealth,
nothing conld rob it of the splendid power and
proud supremacy whicl is the gift of learning.

The Governo's recommendations for impro-
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special order for one o'clock to-morrow,
and that n message for concurrence be
sent to the House; which was amended
on motion of Mr Cannon, so as to cm-
brace the Solicitor for the Eastern Cfir-
cuit,

My Black moved to take up for amend-
ment the report of the Committee on va-
cant Oflices, which being done, he moved
to insert as vacant the office of Commis-
sioner in Equity for Spartanburg district;
whicl, was made acoordingly.

Mr Quattlebnum gave notice that he

ving the system, deserve the grave considera-

tion of the Legislature, nor  do wo believe our |

Representatives could do better for the people

er.

LEGISLATIV E.
From the Sonth Carvoliniun.
Wenxesnay, November 28, 1840,

IN SENATE.
The Senale met nt the hour to which

they stood adjourned, the roll was enlled, |

and the proceedings of yesterday were
reid and approved.,

At L o'clock the Sennte proceeded to
the specinl order, being the reference to

approprinle committees of the Governor's |

messnge.

A series of resolutions were moved by—
to refer the several parts to those ¢ m-
mittees having such subjects in charge,
as theiv specinl duly: when

Mr, Mazyck moved to amend, by re-
ferring so much of the message ns relates
to the winding up of the bank of the

[ State of South Carolina to aspecial joint
| eommittee, and that a message for con-
Leurrence be sent to the 1ouse,

Messrs Willson, Buchanan, Moses,
Meminger and Allston opposed the mo-
tion, and ureed that it shoul be referred
to the usual committee, the commiltee
on finnnce, Mr Mozyek, (the mover of
the amendment,) and Messrs Felder and
Quattlebaum who spoke for it, disclaimed
any disvespeet to the finance commitiea
and nraed that it was not unusual when a
standing committee is known to be unfa-
vorable to n measure to refer it to a spe-
cial one, and the standing committee, in
this instanee, was known to be favorable
to the bank,

The question being ordered on (he a-
mendment, the yeas and nays were called
for by the requisite number of Senators,
and resulted in the aflirmative, as fol-
lows:

Yeas—AMessrs, Palterson, B G Allston,
Barnes, Bull, Cannon  Cooper, Eaves,
Evins, Felder, Gist, Grifin, Grimball,
ibhen, Johnson, Marshall, Mazyck, J,
S Palmer, Quattlebaunyg Williams, With-
erspoon—=20,

Nays—Messrs R YW Allston, Black,
Buchanan, Cnldwell, Ellerbe, Gause,
Goodwyn, Hinna, Irby, Manning, Moses,
Perry, Porter, Skipper, Taylor, Walker.
Ware, John Willson, Isaac D Willson—
19.

So the subject was referred to s speeial
joint committee.

Some efforts were made to reconsider
the motion; but they were unsueccessful,
and the President announced the follow-
ing as the Senate’s committee on so much
of the Governor's message ns relates to
the bank, viz.

Messrs  Mazyck, Marshall, Hanna,
Blaek, Williams,

e Marshall moved a resolution to re-
fer so much of the messagre as relates to
4 penilentiary, to a special committee ;
which was ndopted, and the President
appointed  the following, viz: Marshall,
Black, ' W Allston, Witherspoon.

The reference having been completed,

On motion of Mr WHoses, so much of
the reports of grand juries ns relates to
the establishment of a penitentiary were
withdmwn from the judiciary committee,
and referved to the commiltee on a peni-
Lentiary,

On motinn the Senate adjourned till
12 o'clock to-m rrow.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The House met at 12 o'clock, m., the
roll being ealled by the clerk; when the
Speaker took the chaix,

Numerous petitions, memorials, pre-
sentments of grad juries, and free school
returns were made during the morning
hour,

On motion of My Seabrook, the Mouse
took up the order of the day, being the
reference of the Governor’s message to
the usual committees,

Mr Memminger moved to amend, by
referring so much of the message as re-
lntes to the bank of the State to a speeinl
joint committee of both Houses; which
was neeepted by Mr Seabrook.

Mr Henry moved to sivike out Mv Mem-
minger’s motion; which was decided in
the negative—nyes 58, noes 58,

Many amendments and motions were
made, eliciting some debate, before the
nbove result was attainnd,

After the disposition of some unimpor-
tant business, l||0 House adjourned,

Thursday, November 20, 1810,
BSENATE, '

The Senate mot at 12 o'clock, pursu-
ant to adjournment; when the roll was
ealled by the Clerk.

Mr. Mosesictroduead vesolutions yela-
tiveto preventing the circulntiogof aboli-
tion documents,

Mr Mazyck moved to make the eleet!vn
of Trensurer of the Lower Division

| would to-morrow ask leave to introduce
! a bill to amend the constitution, so as to
lincludein the election district of Lexing-
| ton, Snxe Gotha, and extend said election
| district to the bounds of its judicial lim-
L3,
!. A message wis reccived from the House
| tnnouncing the nlapuiulmenl. of Mcs..\rs.
Memminger, J. 1% Read, Joel Smith,
| Macheth, Taylor, Thos. Thompson, and
L. W Withierspoon, ns their committee on
0 much of the message of the Governc®
as refers to the Bank of the State ana
the publie debt.
L he Senate, at one o'clock took up the
{ order of the day, viz: The clection of Mas-
ters and Commissioners in Equity, and
after nominations, proceeded to the House
to eust their ballots.
After the return of the Senale to the
chimber
Mr Porter, from the Commiltee on
Clairis and Grievances, reported favora
bly on the petition of A.V "T'oomer and J
I, Holmes for compensation for slaves ex-
eccuted,
After the reception of other reports,
The Senate adjourned till 12 o'clock to-
MOrrow,

HOUSE OI' REPRESENTATIVES.

Tha House met at 12 o'clock, pursu-
ant ... adjournment,

Numerous petitions, memorials, reports
&e., were presented.

A message was veceived from the Sen-
ate, asking the coneurrence of the House
to make the clection of Treasurer of the
Lower Division, and of Solicitor for the
Eustern Circunit—the special order for
one o'clock to-morrow. Concurred in.

The House proceedad to the special or-
der of the day, which was the election of
Master and Register jn Equity for Char-
leston district, and of Commissioner in
several districts,

Mr Simons presented the petition of
the citizens of Charleston Neck, praying
against being annexed to the city of Ch r-
leston,

Mr. Owens gave notice that he would
introduce a hiﬁ to exempt the surviving
officers and soldiers of the Palinetto Reg-
iment from ordinary martial duty.

Mr Thompson presented the memorial
of eitizens ¢f Union distriet, praying for
a suspension of rail rond operations ou
the Sabbath,

My Preston presented Report of the
Regents of the Lunatic Asylum. Order-
ed to be published.

Mr Sullivan gave notice that he would
ask leave to introduce a bill to provide
for the elec'™ n of Presidentinl Electors.

After some other unimpurtanl. business
the House adjourned until to:morrow at
12 o'clock.

Correspondence of the Keowee Courier.
U

Fripay, Nov 30, 1849.
The House met, and as usual numer-
ous petitions, memorinls, &e., wore nre-
sented, none of which are of general in-

terestin their present shape. Mr, MeJever
was re-elected Solicitor of the Kastern eir-

cuit, Message No. 2 was received from
the Governor, which wns read by his
private secretary, B, T. Watts, and order-
ed to be printed.  Z7he Legislature were
invited to attend the college commence-
ment, which takes place on Mfonday next.

A. Bill for the establishment of a Bank
at Newberry €. fl. was road the first
time in the House. :

The Bill to extend the corporate fimie"
its of C'harleston, which iy exciting great
interest, rceeived its first reading, The
Bill involves a question of annexation,
viz. the annexation of the Neck (o the city
of Charleston—there is great diversity of |
opinion on the subject, both on the Neek
and in the city, which will of course give
to the bill more than ordinary interest,

T'he Bill concerning the publication of
Sherifts sales in Pickens District received
its first 1eading to day, and ordered for a
scoond rending to-moriow, '

Baturpay, Deo, 186 11

As usual various pétitions, prosente
ments of grand juries, &e., &, wers
presentea early in the morning,
Then came ¢n  the elastion fr Com-
missioner in Equity for Riokland Distriet,
which resulted in the election of A, H,
Poreher on the 5th balloting, . =
On the 3rd belloting W, Laval was
clected Treasuiér of the Lower Diyision,
On the first balloting Gen, J. W,

! tey was elected Adjutant and Inspoctes




